




Message	about	Noxious	Weeds
 By Currie Craven

 Last summer, FENW embarked on one of the most important 
ecosystem improvement projects in our history – our Noxious 
Weeds Mitigation Program. We partnered with the US Forest 
Service, Summit County Weed Program, local homeownersʼ as-
sociations, and have gratefully received the support of the Colo-
rado Division of Wildlife. The project to control invasive noxious 
weed species in Summit Countyʼs designated Wilderness areas is 
part of an overall, county-wide and Dillon Ranger District strat-
egy to work collaboratively to identify species and locations of 
invasive noxious plants, and to develop and implement compli-
mentary programs to control this scientifically identified threat to 
Coloradoʼs native ecosystem.

Noxious	Weed	Treatment	Project	Successful!
 By Maryann Gaug

 With a matching grant from the National Forest Foundation 
(NFF) and donations from FENW members and local businesses 
and organizations, we started to eliminate weeds in the Eagles 
Nest Wilderness. FENW sent letters of interest to eight nox-
ious weed abatement contractors who have experience treating 
noxious weeds using non-motorized means. Four contractors 
responded but only one, John Pickering of Weed Busters, bid on 
the job. John has been treating noxious weeds in the Flat Tops 
Wilderness for several years so he knows his stuff. FENW con-
tracted with Weed Busters (John and his mules).
 With U.S. Forest Service (USFS) guidance and approval, 
FENW requested the contractor to treat noxious weeds in four 
drainages in the Eagles Nest Wilderness. John started to work in 
mid-July and wrapped up in early August. Because the nox-
ious weeds were not as thick as previously thought, treatment 
proceeded quickly and two additional drainages were added. 
Noxious weeds treated included Canada and musk thistle, oxeye 
daisy, and yellow toadflax. The USFS (Wayne Nelson and his 
crew) reviewed and approved Johnʼs work by checking for dead 
weeds.
Treatment Summary:
• Slate Creek - 29 places including 2.33 acres of Canada and 

musk thistle
• Pebble Creek - 10 places
• North Rock Creek - both sides of trail to Boss Mine
• Maryland Creek - 12 places
• North Tenmile Creek - 4 places
• Wheeler Lakes Trail - 3 places

 John took GPS readings where he treated weeds. Maryann 
Gaug entered the coordinates onto topo maps using National 
Geographic TOPO! software. Maps with notes corresponding 
to Johnʼs reports were printed and given to the USFS, John, and 
kept in FENWʼs records. The USFS will enter the data in their 
GIS system as well. The noxious weed program helped identify 
that noxious weeds are low enough in quantity for possible eradi-
cation.

 Four volunteers, Maryann Gaug, Nancy Redner, Bill Reed, 
and John Taylor kept an eye out for noxious weeds and turned 
in reports to the USFS. GPS coordinates for some of these areas 
have also been entered in TOPO! for use in this summer’s weed 
treatment.
 Noxious weed treatment will continue for the foreseeable 
future. Most weeds require at least three consecutive years of 
treatment to be knocked out.
 Thanks to Jim and Sue Anthony, Rosemary Archangel and 
Ellen Sappington, Beth Boyst, Keith Brown, Currie Craven, 
Maryann Gaug, William Greene, Cyndi Koop, Dave and Jan 
Lace, Steve and Pat Larson, Frank Lilly, George and Kathryn 
Resseguie, Laura Rossetter, Barbara and Irv Strauss, and Doug 
and Pat Tormey for their donations. Thanks also to Summit 
County Weed Program, Cortina Property Owner’s Association, 
Buffalo Mountain Metro District, Neils Lunceford, Inc., Friends 
of the Lower Blue River, and Arapaho Basin Employee Envi-
ronmental Fund/Arapaho Basin Ski Area for helping match the 
National Forest Foundation grant.

Helping	the	Dillon	Ranger	District

 In May 2006, FENW will celebrate 12 years of helping the 
Dillon Ranger District (DRD) maintain about 30% of district-
managed national forest lands. These Wilderness areas make up 
25% of Summit County. All members and sponsors should be 
very proud of the work that we have accomplished over the years.
 The noxious weed treatment program and the Volunteer 
Wilderness Steward program (rangers, campsite inventory, and 
noxious weed inventory) are actually helping DRD not only on 
the ground but also to achieve the Forest Service Chiefʼs 10-Year 
Wilderness Stewardship Challenge. 
 The goal of the Chiefʼs 10-Year Challenge is that within 10 
years (by 2014), every Forest Service unit of the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System will meet at least 6 of 10 stewardship 
elements. Currently, only 18 percent of the FS wilderness units 
meet minimum standard.  
 FENW is helping DRD meet three the elements: Wilderness 
is successfully treated for noxious/invasive plants; Wilderness 
education plans are implemented; and Wilderness has completed 
recreation site inventory. 
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John Pickering, his faithful mules, and weed treatment rig. 
 Photo courtesy of John Pickering
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Ambitious	Plans	for	2006

 FENW will continue the Volunteer Wilderness Steward Pro-
gram again in 2006. Funds remaining from grants and donations 
in 2005 were carried over for this yearʼs program. At the end of 
the season party, the attending people enthursiastically supported 
the program and said theyʼd return in 2006. They even asked for 
an additional half-day of training to learn and practice more!
 Noxious weed treatment will take place in 2006 during July 
and then again in August. July is best for treating Canada thistle, 
musk thistle, and oxeye daisy.  Yellow toadflax blooms in Au-
gustWeed Busters will return again to do in those villains and any 
persistent thistles and daises!
 Our weed mitigation program will include re-treatment in 
Pebble Creek, Slate Creek, North Rock Creek, Maryland Creek, 
and North Tenmile.  Inventory and weed treatment will be 
launched in Meadow Creek, along portions of the Gore Range 
Trails, the Three Peaks/Oxbow area, and Elliott Ridge.
 All this work requires money and as always, our membership 
dues provide a significant level of support for our ongoing efforts.  
Thanks everyone for your continued interest, excitement, and 
passion for all things associated with the Wilderness.

John Fielder Fundraiser Planned
 We are planning an FENW fundraising event with John 
Fielder in November at the Silverthorne Town Pavilion. We hope 
it will be as successful as the events hosted by the Continental 
Divide Land Trust in 2005 and by FENW in 2004. Fielderʼs work 
is very popular in Summit County and if the event is successful, 
we can expect it to provide excellent funding for our programs. 
John always brings books and calendars to sell at his benefits and 
our event will be just in time for Christmas and holiday shop-
ping! He generously donates a hefty percentage of the proceeds 
to the benefitting organization. In 2004, FENWʼs Fielder slide 
show benefit netted $3,000. Details on this fun fundraiser will be 
forthcoming in newsletters and other announcements.

Interaction	with	Other	Groups/Meetings

 During 2005, a key success has been functioning as a spon-
soring organization for the newly formed Friends of Dillon Rang-
er District (FDRD).  Many of our Wilderness-based programs 
are mirrored by FDRD in the other areas of Summit County, and 
there has been very positive feedback from the USFS and FDRD 
regarding our role in helping the FDRD get up and running. 

FENW	Website

 Please visit our website at www.fenw.org for the latest in-
formation regarding major projects and other Wilderness-related 
information.

Volunteer	Wilderness	Steward	Program

 To recap what our VWS program is, here are a few high-
lights. People can volunteer to do one of three jobs in two 
categories or any combination. We request that each volunteer 
sign up for four days between June 12 and September 30 plus one 
training day, June 10.
 Backcountry Rangers provide visitor education and aware-
ness of the Wilderness resource while hiking various trails or 
during a backpacking trip. Volunteers will not provide regulation 
enforcement. Backcountry Rangers will wear authorized uni-
forms and name tags.
 Field Monitors inventory campsites and other recreation 
sites within the Wilderness and/or inventory noxious weeds. No 
visitor contact is required in this position. No uniform will be 
provided or worn.
 If you are interested in participating in the VWS Program 
and were not involved last year, an application is required. You 
can download one from www.fenw.org, click on volunteer oppor-
tunities, call Maryann at 970-468-6219, or pick up an application 
at the Dillon Ranger District Office in Silverthorne in the rack 
with other information about FENW.

FENW	Brochure
 By George Resseguie

 Our latest FENW Brochure was completed this month and is 
available at the Dillon Ranger District Office, Wilderness Sports 
locations, Silverthorne Visitor Center, and the Frisco Visitor Cen-
ter. Thanks to Maryann Gaug for her leadership and hard work in 
getting the Brochure completed, and to Kim Fenske for help in 
redesigning the Brochure layout. We encourage each of you share 
the Brochure with your friends; please contact any of the Board 
members if you would like additional copies.

Membership

 We have over 100 individuals who are members, with most 
(80%) living in Summit County.  The remainder are primarily 
from Colorado, but there are members from as far away as the 
East Coast. 

Wilderness	Posters	for	Sale

 FENW is selling Colorado Wilderness 40th Anniversary 
posters, which include photos donated by John Fielder.  Please 
contact any Board Member to buy a poster ($15 each).
 To see what one looks like, please check it out on our 
website, www.fenw.org, then click on Colorado 40th Wilderness 
Anniversary Posters for Sale - Fundraiser on the first page.
 Contact either Maryann at 970-468-6219, 
maryann@fenw.org, or Jonathan at 970-262-2399 or 
jonathan@fenw.org to purchase one.






